






The tallest tree in Canada

How tall can a tree grow?  Coastal red-
woods in California grow up to 112 metres 
tall! The tallest tree in Canada is a Sitka 
Spruce tree growing in the Carmanah Valley 
on Vancouver Island, BC.  This tree has been 
measured at 95 metres tall (as tall as a 30 
storey building!).  In the late 1800’s there 
were Eucalyptus trees in Australia that grew 
up to 143 metres tall. 

Transpiration

Trees suck up water, like drinking 
through a straw - they pull from their 
leaves all the way down to their roots.  
On a hot day, some species of trees, 
such as Red Alder (Alnus rubra) are 
sucking water up so hard that you can 
actually hear them hiss if you make a 
small cut in the bark.  The process by 
which trees obtain water from the soil 
is called transpiration.
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Tickets are available from any board 
member for $2.  All proceeds will support 
our forest education programs.  The 
final draw will be made at our 20th 
Anniversary AGM in Vernon October 
16th, 2009.  You do not have to be 
present at the AGM to win.  

We would like to thank Finning Canada 
and Great West Equipment for this year’s 
donations.

Fundraising Raffle 
Have a hankering for a Cat W3458 
Material Handler, a die-cast dragster, 
or a Volvo grader ?

Forestry Facts
Discover your forest IQ

Nitrogen is an element that plants need to grow.  When 
nitrogen levels are low, some plants are able to convert 
nitrogen from the air (air is 79% Nitrogen) into a form 
they can use to grow. Red Alder has a special type of 
“nitrogen fixing” bacteria that live in nodules (lumps) on 
their roots.  The alder feeds the bacteria sugars from 
photosynthesis and the bacteria returns the favour by 
converting nitrogen in air pockets in the soil into a form 
the alder can use to grow.  When two organisms coop-
erate and benefit equally in a relationship it is called 
symbiosis. 
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Nitrogen and symbiosis
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NEW! Forestry 
Facts
Join Splinter in our latest education booklet 
as he tests your forest IQ.

Learn 10 news things about the forest that 
you didn’t know before.  Illustrated with 
smiling trees and perky Blue Jays, this little 
booklet provides a fun way to teach your 
children about the science and ecology of 
BC forests.


