
DEPUTY MINISTER 
PRESENTS AT AGM
October 1st, 2005 marked the 16th 
Annual General Meeting for the 
Canadian Women in Timber.  Th e 
meeting was hosted for a second year 
in a row at the Vancouver Airport 

Hilton Hotel in 
Richmond, BC.  
Once again the 
hotel provided an 
ideal location and 
superb service (in-
cluding special des-
sert adorned with 
chocolate trees!).

Th e event got started Friday evening 
with a Wine and Cheese get together, 
generously sponsored by Wayne Lin-
tott and the Interior Logging Associa-
tion.  Board members from across 
the province, with friends and family 
spent the evening sharing stories and 
catching up on news.
Th e main event was our 
luncheon.  We were very 
proud to have Mr. Doug 
Konkin, the Deputy Min-
ister of Forests and Range 
as our keynote speaker at 
lunch.  Mr. Konkin gave a 
very relevant talk on “BC’s 
Mountain Pine Beetle”.  
His PowerPoint presenta-
tion supported his talk 
with wonderful pictures 
of the beetle, forest-scapes 

aff ected by the beetle, and strategies 
and solutions to deal with the dam-
age.  Turning tragedy into possibility, 
Mr. Konkin showed the audience that 
there are gains to be made, and that 
by employing creative product devel-
opment and marketing, BC will fi nd 
a way to win this battle.  
Th e fi nal slide of the presentation was 
Rosie the Riveter, a wonderful anal-
ogy for what the Canadian Women 
in Timber stand for; strength and 
competency in the work force.  Once 

again, we thank 
Doug for joining 
us!
Other presenters 
at the luncheon 
included Dava 
Scholte, a 5th 
year UBC Wood 
Products Process-
ing student who 
formally thanked 
the CWIT for 
co-sponsoring her 
educational trip 

to Germany in the summer.  Alison 
Duperron also made a very special 
presentation. 
On behalf of the CWIT board, Ali-
son presented Wayne Lintott with a 
special award of appreciation for all 
of his ongoing support and friendship 
over the years.  We couldn’t do what 
we do without you Wayne - Th anks! 

Saturday’s meeting was very success-
ful.  Th e board was voted in; serving 
you in 2005/2006 are:

Alison Duperron - Chair
Donna Diana - Vice Chair
Betty-Ann McDonald - Treasurer
Laurie Septav - Secretary
Stephen Baumber
Delberta Dufresne
Marg Hagardt
Candace Kenyon
Joanne Kineshanko
Sandy McKellar
Monika Millar
Kim Nyland
Ann Polson
Leanne Robertson
Vicki Smith

Alison Duperron presents 
award to Wayne Lintott
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Alison Duperron with Deputy 
Minister Doug Konkin



UBC Wood Products 
Processing Student Travels 
to Germany

My name is 
Dave Scholte, 
and I am 
currently a 
senior student 
in the Wood 
Products 
Processing 
degree pro-

gram at the University of British Columbia.  Th anks to 
the generosity of the Canadian Women in Timber (and 
others in the forest sector) I had the opportunity to at-
tend my fi rst international wood show and participate 
in plant visits with international students and industry 
leaders in Europe.  
I am passionate about this industry.  Growing up in 
a “forestry” supported family, I have been involved in 
aspects of the sector my whole life.  I had my fi rst intro-
duction to working in the wood industry at the age of 
15 when I worked in a mill.  Mind you, I wasn’t doing 
anything more than sweeping and cleaning washrooms 
but it was there that I found a passion for the smell of 
wood chips and the sound of saws during production.  
Since that time I have made it a personal goal to learn 
as much about the industry as possible, and contribute 
in every way I can.
As a senior student in my degree program, I wanted to 
enhance my education by attending the well known 
Ligna Wood Show in Germany.  I was excited to learn 
about the newest innovations in the industry.  Th e 
show presented a tremendous opportunity to enhance 
my education.  But, getting to Germany presented a 
few challenges, mainly fi nancial ones.  So the time for 
fundraising began!
I would like the thank all of the companies and associa-
tions who decided to help a student they didn’t know to 
attend the Ligna event.  
I have a hard time describing a trade show like Ligna, 
it is like trying to fi nd the words to describe something 
that is … well, indescribable.  Th e show was huge, and 
I don’t mean huge like Richmond Centre huge, I mean 
like West Edmonton Mall huge.  Right before I left I 
was warned to wear comfortable shoes or else I would 

never make it, that 
person was cor-
rect and even in 
comfortable shoes 
it turned out to 
be long days of 
walking and sore 
feet.  My eyes were 
opened up to prod-
ucts and machinery I didn’t even know existed.  I saw 
equipment that astounded me by its size in addition to 
achieving processing speeds that seemed impossible.  I 
was amazed by everything I saw and spent most of the 
time either madly taking notes or standing with my 
mouth hanging open in awe at the size and diversity of 
everything.  I must admit, I went to this show think-
ing that I knew a little bit of everything, I left this show 
with the realization that I know less than I thought but 
recognizing that this industry is huge and the possibili-
ties are endless.  
I graduate this April into an industry that off ers amaz-
ing opportunities in a variety of fi elds.  Attending Ligna 
further opened my eyes to the possibilities available to 
a graduating student and the opportunities available to 
businesses through innovation and invention.  Th ank 
you again to everyone who supported my trip and I 
hope that if you have the opportunity to attend Ligna 
you will.  I guarantee you will be impressed.  I leave you 
with this thought though, if you are to attend … wear 
comfortable shoes!   

Where are you 
my dear wood 
nymph?

I pine, 
fi r, 
yew

Madrona.
By David Vanstone

BC Po  & Wood Artist 

Wood Nymph and Tre 



WORDS OF WISDOM FROM OUR 
CHAIR
Things have been relatively 
quiet for myself since the last 
meeting (and AGM).  I am 
trying to solve the dilemma 
posed at the AGM – how do 
we instill in people a passion 
for forest education (or at least 
an interest and concern)?  Recently a member said to 
me maybe it is time for Canadian Women in Timber 
to go the way of the Forest Alliance, Share BC, etc.  I 
was shocked at fi rst and then pondered that thought.  
This person went on to say that during the time of the 
formation of the majority of these groups there was a 
large amount of incorrect information, “Perhaps the 
time for Canadian Women in Timber has passed”.  The 
more I ponder this, the more convinced I am that our 
niche is diverse and our purpose is necessary.  

When I see the amount of wood moving through the 
Prince George area I know that the forest industry will 
be faced with challenges.  There is no doubt in my 
mind that in the next 5-10 years the challenges will be 
large.  I know however, that this is not a sunset indus-
try.  If Canadian Women in Timber was not around, 
who would instill in our young the knowledge of this 
industry?  Who would encourage them to explore the 
plentiful careers in this fi eld?  Who would continue to 
educate the public on the reality of the industry?  I re-
alize that this is our job, this is our purpose, this is our 
mission.  …So back to the passion.  Please help me in 
my job of at least, if nothing else, showing our passion 
and who knows, maybe it will rub off on someone 
else.

Board Meeting at Truck Loggers Conven-
tion in Vancouver.  The TLA generously 
provided space for our meeting.

A YEAR IN REVIEW (2005)
Shuswap Branch
• Presented their school classroom program and 
tours of the ILA Forest Education Van to about 1250 
students.  Th ey also travelled to Kamloops, Chase, Ver-
non and Falkland to make presentations.
• Ann and Betty-Ann manned the Forest Educa-
tion van at the TLA in Vancouver.  About 300 grade 8 
students along with UBC & BCIT Forestry students 
toured the van.  It was hectic but great!  Th ey were very 
busy and many interested people came through the van 
including reps from First Dollar, Pacifi c Logging Con-
gress and SAFER.  Th ey attended the Luncheon where 
Mike de Jong and Paul Turner spoke on a panel discus-
sion moderated by Vaughn Palmer.  Th anks to Vicki for 
doing a great job getting donations for our group.
• Ann and Betty-Ann attended a Community 
Leaders Dinner in Vernon put on by COFI.  John 
Allan, CEO of COFI spoke on various forest issues 
including the Mountain Pine Beetle and the Softwood 
Lumber Dispute.  
• Exhibited at the ILA convention in Vernon.  A 
record number of people stopped by their booth.  El-
ementary, Junior and Senior secondary students toured 
the show.  
Prince George
• Th e Sharing Our Forests program was a resound-
ing success during the past school year.  Th ey delivered 
the program in Prince George, Quesnel, Fort St. James 
and Houston.  Th ey will celebrate their tenth year of 
schools program delivery, and anticipate that their tenth 
year will be as successful as always.

Sponsorship 
Opportunities

$$$$$$
Announcing 

our new 
Sponsorship 

Program - get involved 
today and help the CWIT 

promote Awareness Through 
Education in our province.



Hills Health Ranch retreat
June 2005

YOUR INVITATION:
2006 CWIT AGM 
September 30, 2006
Predator Ridge, Kelowna, BC

Please join us on September 30 for our 17th Annual General Meeting.  Our meeting 
will take place at Predator Ridge Golf Resort in Kelowna, BC.  
We are pleased to announce that our keynote speaker will be Mary Tracy from the 
Canadian Wood Council’s WoodWorks program. Mary will share the success of the  
BC Builds with Wood program.  Please watch our web site for more details about the 
AGM.

www.canadianwomenintimber.com

Please contact us if you would like to sponsor the printing of our next Leaflit

The gals meet for 
work & fun at The 
Hills.


